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programs—the design, acquisition, mainte-
nance, and modernization of the Navy’s attack
and strategic submarines and deep submer-
gence systems. His contributions to the Navy
span a civil service career of over 36 years,
15 of which have been as a member of the
Senior Executive Service.

Don Matteo has been honored with numer-
ous impressive awards. He is the recipient of
the Presidential Distinguished Executive
Award, and has been honored on many occa-
sions with the Presidential Meritorious Rank
Award, the Navy Superior Civilian Service
Award, and the Navy Special Act or Service
Award.

A native of Brooklyn, NY, Don is a graduate
of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. He
began his civil service career as a marine en-
gineer at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard. During
the course of his distinguished career, Don
Served as the program manager for acquisi-
tion of the SSBN–726 class trident sub-
marines, and as the program manager for ac-
quisition of SSN–688 Los Angeles class attack
submarines. Don Matteo’s leadership has
been central to the tremendous success of our
Nation’s strategic and fast attack submarines.
His expertise and innovative approaches to
both management and technical issues con-
tinue to manifest themselves in the cost effec-
tiveness and quality of Navy programs and
products.

Don Matteo provided a major contribution to
the successful termination of cold war hos-
tilities. He worked closely in negotiations with
numerous government agencies, and in col-
laborative operations with representatives at
the highest levels of international navies and
the defense communities. His cooperation with
our allies, including the British, Australian, and
Egyptian navies, set the tone for an emerging
new era of peace. His vision and personal ef-
forts to maximize the submarine strategic de-
terrence mission helped facilitate the Strategic
Arms Reduction Talks [START] and the Stra-
tegic Arms Limitation Talks [SALT] Accords.

Don Matteo epitomizes the best of a mod-
ern executive. The high regard in which he is
held throughout the Defense establishment
and in private industry marks Don as one of
our most effective and respected Navy civilian
leaders. He is known throughout the Depart-
ment of Defense for his technical expertise
and insightful leadership. He has inspired and
mentored many executives, and is a highly re-
spected role model for many young managers.
Don has led the way in achieving the goals of
the President’s National Performance Review.
He was on the forefront of Navy initiatives to
rightsize the submarine community to meet
changing national strategic goals, while mini-
mizing adverse effects.

Mr. Speaker, during the course of his ca-
reer, Don Matteo has faced tremendous engi-
neering, technical, and fiscal challenges. His
leadership and personal fortitude have been
central to the operational effectiveness and re-
liability of all submarines, and to our national
security strategy which they enable and sup-
port. The recent highly successful maiden voy-
age of the PCU Seawolf, the first of a new
class of attack submarines to set sail in over
20 years, is but one example of the results of
the tremendous leadership of Don Matteo. Al-
though he will be sorely missed in the Depart-
ment of Defense, Don Matteo’s vision, leader-
ship, and personal style will continue to have
a great impact in our Navy, and on our Nation
for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleagues
and the citizens of this great country, I am
proud to have the opportunity to honor Mr.
Donald Matteo on this momentous occasion
with Bravo Zulu for a job well done. I ask that
you and my distinguished colleagues join me
to wish Mr. Matteo ‘‘Fair Winds and Following
Seas’’ as he begins his next voyage.
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I join you here
today to tell you that an era is coming to an
end. For the last 30 years, May Del Rio has
been on the frontlines of the battle to protect
women’s reproductive rights. She has been a
leader in this fight on both the national and
local levels. Next month, May will retire from
Planned Parenthood-New York City.

I would like to congratulate May on her in-
credible career—a career that has literally
made the difference between American
women having access to safe, legal abortions
and being forced to the back alley. I have to
admit, though, that my happiness for May is
tinged by a little sadness. I will miss working
with her. In addition to being a valued col-
league in the fight for the right to choose, May
is also someone that I have come to know as
a friend.

Anyone who has had the honor of spending
time with May will tell you that her great gift—
aside from her obvious intelligence, tenacity
and with—is her warmth. May has an incred-
ible spirit, and she radiates with kindness and
enthusiasm. No wonder may has been so suc-
cessful at lobbying, what legislator could say
no to her?

May began her work on behalf of reproduc-
tive rights in 1965, when abortion was still ille-
gal. She tells me that one of her proudest and
happiest days was April 9, 1970. She was in
the gallery of the New York State Legislature
when the bill legalizing abortion in New York
was passed. That day was the fruition of years
of work for May, and the beginning of a new
mission for her—assuring that every women
had access to that hard-won right.

May has worked for Planned Parenthood for
the past 18 years. She began working at
Planned Parenthood-New York City as its di-
rector of public issues and action in 1978. In
that role, she lobbied legislators in both Al-
bany and Washington to raise funds for family
planning services and to assure that poor
women had access to abortion services. In
1989, May moved to Planned Parenthood
Federation of America as the national director
of field operations.

Eventually, May returned to Planned Parent-
hood-New York City as vice president of pub-
lic affairs. There, she has continued to fight on
behalf of a women’s right to obtain safe, af-
fordable, and legal reproductive health serv-
ices—including abortion. May has spent a life-
time protecting the rights of American women.
Those of us who have had the honor or work-
ing with her will miss her greatly, and we wish
her nothing but the best in her future endeav-
ors.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding community serv-
ice organization in my congressional district,
the Kiwanis Club of La Grange on its 70th an-
niversary.

From its beginnings on a May night at the
old Masonic Temple on La Grange Road 70
years ago, the Kiwanis Club of La Grange has
grown with its community during the last
seven decades.

The club, sponsored by the Berwyn Kiwanis
Club, was organized by 42 people, including
some of La Grange’s leading citizens, on April
15, 1926. On May 11, 300 Kiwanians from as
far away as DeKalb attended a charter night
celebration at the Masonic Temple. Otis
Townsley was elected the club’s first presi-
dent. Over the years, individuals from numer-
ous professional backgrounds have served the
club stop post.

Soon after the club was established, it made
its first contribution to the community, $25 to
the La Grange Civic Club for its village beau-
tification program. Philanthropy has been the
cornerstone of the club ever since as La
Grange Kiwanis has plowed more than half a
million dollars into worthy causes in its 70
years. Starting in 1928, with the club’s deci-
sion to establish a milk fund for needy children
served by the La Grange Community Nurse
and Service Association, much of Kiwanis’
charitable efforts have been directed to the
young people of the area.

As the club grew, so did its fundraising
projects. In 1951, on its 25th anniversary, La
Grange Kiwanis held its first Pancake Day.
This event raised $1,800 for community
projects. Pancake Day has grown into one of
the top community events in La Grange each
year, and along with Peanut Day, is the club’s
top fundraiser.

In 1976, the club purchased an empty lot at
La Grange Road and Elm Avenue and devel-
oped a park for the entire community to enjoy.
It has been used for weddings, parties, and
quiet reflection.

The club went through many changes over
the years, but has always grown stronger.
Perhaps the biggest change occurred in 1987
when Kiwanis initiated its first woman member
of the club, Lee Welker of La Grange, who
had served as club secretary for many years.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Kiwanis Club of
La Grange on 70 years of service to its com-
munity.
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Marine Corps Maj. Wallace W.
Hills, of Albany, NY, who is retiring this August
after a 19-year career. Major Hills has served
his country with honor and dedicated service
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